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The þ rst time that I ever heard 
of the Martin/McQuiston family 
connection was in regard to a 
story about Caisteal Uisdean and 
its unfortunate builder, one Hugh, 
son of Archibald the Clerk, or, as 
he was known in Gaelic, Uisdean 
MacGillespig Chleirich. 

To keep this Hugh separate from 
Hugh of Sleat, I usually refer to him 
as “Hugh, the Castle Builder”. 

Hugh of Sleat died in 1498.  Hugh, 

the Castle Builder, most likely died 
in 1601, the year he tried to murder 
the Chief of Clan Donald.

Hugh was a descendant of our 
McQuiston progenitor, Hugh or 
Uisdean McDonald of Sleat. 

Sleat is a southern peninsula on 
the Isle of Skye. Caisteal Uisdean 
was located on a northern peninsula 
of Skye known as Trotternish.

Both of these areas of Skye, Sleat 
and Trotternish, were under the 

control of Clan Donald for hundreds 
of years, and still today the Clan 
Donald Center is located at Sleat, 
where Dunscaith and Armadale 
castles are also located. Caisteal 
Uisdean and Duntulm Castle are on 
Trotternish. 

Caisteal Uisdean is located on 
the edge of the sea and there is 
essentially nothing visible from 
its location beyond water, rugged 
coastline, and a few sheep. 

Martin ConnectionMartin Connection
   Ian Martin, at left, 
is the current owner 
of the ancient Martin 
farm, which still sits 
just above Caisteal 
Uisdean. The author, 
Jim McQuiston, is 
shown at right with 
Ian, in 2006.
  Mark McCuistion 
was the photographer 
and the three of us 
talked for quite awhile 
about the old legend 
of Hugh, the Castle 
Builder.

NOTE: The masthead 
of the Mountain Echo 
now features a new 
picture, which also 
appears on our latest 
Celtic Creek musical 
album, “No More War”.




