McQuiston,
McQuistion,
McQuesten, McQuestion,
McCuiston, McCuistion,
and other related names
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Top photo shows the Viking 1 land rover on Mars. At bottom left is the moment
the land rover, Phoenix, landed on Mars. Dr. Doug McCuistion is shown in the
background, behind two of his celebrating co-workers at the time of the successful
Phoenix Mars landing on the Martian Arctic, May 25, 2008. At a cost of $420-
million, the Phoenix Mars Lander yew 422-million-miles after leaving Earth in
August 2007. Bottom right, Dr. McCuistion holds a news conference, on May 24,
2008, to announce the upcoming landing of Phoenix the following day.

In 1975, NASA sent a space
probe to Mars appropriately named
the Viking 1. It landed the following
year, on July 20, 1976. It was meant
to land on July 4th, in conjunction
with the bicentennial of the United
States, but it took a little longer to
make a safe landing.

| say *“appropriately named”
because the original Vikings
were perhaps the world’s greatest
explorers, which is no doubt why
this name was chosen. Viking 1 was
followed by Viking 2, and then by
the land-rovers, Spirit, Opportunity,
and Phoenix.

In 2007, a no-longer functional
wheel on the Spirit rover provided
scientists with the best evidence yet
that Mars once held water. Dragged
along by the rover, the wheel
unearthed a soil deposit composed
of about 90% pure silica.

Doug McCuistion, Director of
NASA’s Mars Exploration Program,
said, “This unexpected new
discovery is a reminder that Spirit
and Opportunity are still doing
cutting-edge exploration more than
three years into their extended
missions. It also reinforces the fact
that signipcant amounts of water
were present in Mars’ past, which
continues to spur the hope that






