McQuiston, McQuistion
McQuesten, McQuestion
McCuiston, McCuistion
and other related names
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Mel Gibson produced and starred
in two movies directly related to our
family history. In Gibson’s epic,
Braveheart, Robert the Bruce is
featured as prst an enemy of, and
later a friend to William Wallace.

The pnal battle of that movie is
Bannockburn, where our two great
ancestors, Robert the Bruce and
Angus Og McDonald, fought side-
by-side to defeat the English army.

Angus Og was the great, great-
grandfather of Uisdean, also known
as Hugh of Sleat. Robert the Bruce
was Uisdean’s 4x great-grandfather.
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The pnal battle at the end of
Gibson’s 2000 historical epic, The
Patriot, drew its inspiration from
two specipc battles of the American
Revolution: Cowpens and Guilford
Courthouse.

Clan Uisdean members most
certainly fought at the Battle of
Guilford Courthouse, and possibly
at Cowpens.

The Americans used the same
basic tactics at both battles. In
Gibson’s movie, the name of the
battle, as well as the winning side,
are taken from the Cowpens battle.

However, the size of the armies,
as well as the presence of Generals
Greene and Cornwallis, came from
the Guilford Courthouse battle.

The scene where Cornwallis
orders hisartillery to “concentrate on
the center,” killing both continentals
and his own troops, actually took
place at Guilford Courthouse.

The Battle of Guilford Court-
house was a battle fought on March
15, 1781, as part of the American
Revolutionary War, and at a location
inside the present-day city limits of
Greensboro, North Carolina.



We know further that the battle
was fought very near the homes of
several McCuistion and McCuiston
family members. One period map
shows ten plots of land surrounding
the battlepeld with one of these two
spellings of our name on them.

What is missing from the map is
the homestead of Reedy Fork Tom
McCuiston who had a road and
a bridge named for him. General
Nathanael Greene led his forces
down McCuiston Road and crossed
at McCuiston Bridge to escape from
the British.

Greenefs ofpcial baggagemaster,
at this famous battle, was Buffalo
Tom MccCuistion, son of Thomas
and Ann (Moody) McCuistion.

Greene retreated to Speedwell
Iron Works to regroup. Henry Lanier
lived near the Iron Works and helped
feed Greene’s troops.

Thomas McCuistion, senior, and
his neighbor, David Caldwell, also
traveled, during the night of the
battle, to Henry Lanier’s home.

Elizabeth McCuistion, a daughter
of Thomas and Ann, was married
to Henry Lanier’s son, James, and
this couple’s daughter, Pamela, is
the last person known to have been
buried in our family burial ground,
in Greensboro, known as the “Old
Gibson Cemetery”.

At Guilford Courthouse, about
2000 British troops, under General
Lord Cornwallis, fought an
American force, under Rhode Island
native General Nathanael Greene,
numbering about 4,400.

Lord Cornwallis’ troops were
battle-hardened war veterans and
included a newly formed group of
Highlanders, and a group of Hessian
mercenaries.

Greene’s troops included some
from the Continental Army, and
many militia, including a group
gathered from the surrounding area,
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Acording to information I uncovered for this Mountain Echo, the milita
group that Idve identiped with the large blue arrow, is the local Guilford
militia under the command of 35-year-old Colonel Arthur Forbis, an elder
at David Caldwell& church. Also, in the ranks of this militia, was Robert
Rankin and undoubtably a few McCuiston/McCuistion family members.
Ann Moody McCuistion went to the Rankin home, with Caldwell® wife, to
pray for success at the battle. Later, it is said, she made it to the courthouse
steps, where she loaded riyes and took a few shots at the British, herself.

numbering from 100 to 200 men,
including men from our family and
from associated families.

Despite the relatively small
numbers of troops involved, the
battle is considered one of the
most decisive of the Revolutionary
War. Prior to the battle, the British
appeared to have successfully
conquered both Georgia and South

Carolina with the aid of strong
Loyalist factions, and thought that
North Carolina might be within
their grasp. In the wake of the battle,
Greene moved into South Carolina,
while Cornwallis chose to invade
Virginia. These decisions allowed
Greene to unravel British control of
the South, while leading Cornwallis
to Yorktown and surrender.






