














my McQuiston name came from 
Uisdean Macdonald. 

Johnny Ivy’s answer to my 
question, posed on February 2, 2000 
at about 12:00 Noon, as he tossed 
his head back in certainty, was . . .

“Ach, I wunna have a doubt!”
Within two years our family 

began its involvement in the Clan 
Donald DNA Project, which would 
eventually and scientifically prove 
Johnny Ivy’s words.

Donald Gormeson, the son of 
Donald Gorm, continued as chief 
of Clan Uisdean. Both Sir Ian and 
Lord Godfrey are descended from 
this line.

Alexander Gallach and his sons 
went to Ireland and we descend from 
them.

Alexander’s father, Donald 
Gallach, was Hugh of Sleat’s second 
son. He had four others. Three of 
them had no issue, but one, Donald 
Hearrach, did.

Donald Hearrach, was the third 
son, and like Donald Gallach he 
lived with his mother’s family and 
took the name of her homeland, the 
island of Hearrach, which became 
the island of Harris.

Several Harris men, about one-
third of all DNA entrants, matched 
our McUisdean DNA. There is a 
record of some of Donald Hearrach’s 
descendants using the MacUisdean 
name, spelled exactly that way.

Some of this family moved back 
to Skye, to land just above Caisteal 
Uisdean, and there founded the little 
town of MhicCuithein. Their version 
of our name was eventually translated 
into McQuein, and later, McQueen. 
This has been written about by 
serious Scottish genealogists.

It is doubtful that any, or at 
least very few modern McUisdean 
descend from this group. It is most 
likely that we all descend through 
Donald Gallach MacHuisdiun. 

To help the reader better understand our Scottish heritage I’ve marked 
some important locations on the map, above.

At the upper right are the Orkney Islands. This is where Hugh of Sleat 
first appears in the history books, attacking these islands. Below, on the 
mainland is John O’Groats, the northernmost city in Scotland. Nearby is 
Thurso, where Hugh landed on his way back from the Orkneys. Below is 
Wick, and near Wick is Halberry Castle, where the Gunn family lived.

On the east coast you see Elgin, and Aberdeen. Between them is Harlaw, 
where Hugh’s grandfather fought the great Battle of Harlaw in 1411. Below 
this is Arbroath, where the Scottish declaration of independence was written 
in 1320. It was the pattern for the American Declaration of Independence.

On the upper left you see the homeland of Clan Uisdean - Skye and 
the Uist Isles, along with Dunscaith Castle, Caisteal Uisdean, and other 
haunts. In the center is Inverness, and nearby is Dingwall Castle, where 
Hugh was born.

On the lower left are Mull, where the Knights Templar landed in Scotland 
in 1313; Islay where Hugh’s great, great grandfather, Good King of John of 
Islay, ruled; Paisley, where Hugh died; Ayrshire, where many McUisdeans 
escaped to when under persecution in Ireland, and where the Troon Open 
Golf Tournament features the “McQuiston Cup”. To the east are Glasgow 
and Edinburgh. Hugh and his forefathers and descendents were called to 
Edinburgh Castle many times by the king.

At Stranraer the ferry leaves for Northern Ireland and Larne. In Belfast 
is McQuiston Church, the largest ever Presbyterian congregation in Irish 
history, and Ballycastle, where Alexander McUisdean landed in 1565.
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