McQuiston, McQuistion
McQuesten, McQuestion
McCuiston, McCuistion
and other related names

MO‘L_i

N T
CH

IN

ONLINE

Publication of Clan Uisdean USA, Inc. < Jim McQuiston, historian < email- skye2@earthlink.net < June 2008

There’s an old cowboy song, that
could have been sung by Texans like
Noah McCuistion - “Give me land,
lots of land under starry skies above,
don’t fence me in.”

This song could be the theme
song for the Scotch-Irish, or even for
our family, since most of the major
events in our history were triggered
by the need to protect our current
land or to settle in a new land, from
Scotland to Ireland, to America.

Mark Twain once wrote, “All
the territorial possessions of all the
political establishments in the earth-
- including America, of course-
- consist of pilferings from other
people’s wash. No tribe, howsoever
insignipcant, and no nation,
howsoever mighty, occupies a foot
of land that was not stolen.”

Whether the land was stolen
or not, our family seems to have
moved across time and territory for
the most part by invitation.

As far back as the family of Conn
of the Hundred Fights, Irish settlers
came to the Hebrides as “scotti”,
through a marriage to the princess of
Alba, (an early name for Scotland).

Their “Scotti-land” became the
inspiration for the name Scotland.
There, they became the largest
clan in history, Clan Donald, and its
sept, Clan Uisdean. Their lands were
almost always given to them through
ofpcial charters or by marriage.
That’s not to say there weren’t
many battles over land during the
heyday of Clan Uisdean, especially
after the death of Hugh of Sleat.
This part of the story really
begins with Robert the Bruce and
William Wallace. While Wallace is
called Braveheart in the movie by
the same name, it was Robert the
Bruce who prst wore that name. His
heart was taken to the Holy Land
and when Sir James Douglas found
himself surrounded by Moors, he

cast a vessel containing Bruce’s
heart at the enemy asking Robert’s
“Braveheart” to lead his Scottish
knights one last time in battle.

Though Wallace was certain,
from the moment of the death of his
wife, what he wanted - the complete
eradication of the English from
Scottish land - the central character
of Braveheart was really Bruce.

The movie begins and ends with
Bruce’s narrative. He is the one
faced with the decision to play it
safe, like his father, or defend his
land, at all costs, like Wallace. He is
the one who leaves us all with hope
for Scotland and freedom, at the
pnal battle scene of Bannockburn.

Alongside Bruce, at this battle,
was Angus Og McDonald. About
1299, Angus was married to Agnes
O’Cahan, daughter of Guy O’Cahan,
leader of Dungiven, where our
family would pnd itself, 400 years
later. John McCuistion, father of the
1735 immigrants to America, lived
in Dungiven at least by 1699.

The dowry of Agnes O’Cahan
was that 140 Scots would marry
140 Irish to bring peace to these
anciently-related people.

This could be considered the
beginning of the Scotch-Irish race,
although it is most often overlooked
by Scotch-Irish historians.

The end result was a renewal of
the ancient Dalriadic link between
Ulster and the Highlands.

In fact, the so-called “Highland
Way” survived in Ulster long after it






