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There have been many castles 
in Scotland and Ireland associated 
with our family. The photo shown 
above is of Dunscaith Castle (or 
Dunskye), located on the Isle of 
Skye, where our name essentially 
began. I have already dedicated an 
entire Mountain Echo to Dunscaith 
so I’ll just remind the reader that 
this is where Hugh of Sleat (Uisdean 
McDonald) ruled from, and where 
he lived when the sons of Uisdean, 
(the þ rst McUisdeans) were born.

Hugh, himself, was born at 
Dingwall Castle, located near Loch 
Ness. His father, Alexander, Lord of 
the Isles and Sheriff of the Highlands 
had just recently been named Earl 
of Ross and took over Dingwall, 
long the seat of the Ross earldom. 
Another character from history who 
was born here was Macbeth, of 
whom Shakespeare wrote.

All that remains of Dingwall 
is a single tower. The castle tower 
is currently located in the heart of 
a housing development. Hugh of 
Sleat’s father, Alexander, died and 
is buried here. 

Hugh’s brother, John, last Lord 
of the Isles, took shelter here when 
being pressured to give up the Earl 
of Ross title, after signing a treaty 
with England in which he would 
end up with the whole upper part 
of Scotland, if he submitted to the 
English king. Hugh of Sleat was one 
of those who came to the castle to 
encourage him to give himself up.
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